Psalm 23

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.
            2 Cor. 1:3-4

Take some time to read the prayer requests that have come in. Think about other needs that you know displaced people have. 

Please pray for the needs listed here.

Feel free to express your prayers on the newsprint and pray the prayers that others have written.
Brie Fregeau says, “I go to high school at San Pasqual in Escondido and live by Lake Hodges where the Witch creek fire passed through. I’m not sure about the condition of our house or the rest of my neighborhood yet but it would be amazing if you guys could pray for many of my friends who have already lost their homes due to the fire.”

Taylor Westover says, “I am a Fresno State student living in Fresno but my home is in Rancho Bernardo where my family and friends live. They have all been evacuated and do not know if their homes are still standing. Please pray for Rancho Bernardo. Thank you so much.”

Kathryn Hildebrand says, “I am writing on behalf of Kathryn Hildebrand who has been a member of Flood since 2002. She doesn’t have access to the internet and asked me to write. She lives off of Rancho Bernardo Road, and just found out that her apartment complex is on fire. She does not know yet if her apartment has been destroyed. She was awoken by neighbors this morning and left with some clothes. She does not have renter’s insurance. She asked if I could send the word along requesting a lot of prayer from your staff and the church. She is staying with her aunt in Poway as of right now. Thank you.”

Meagan Dunn says, “Hi everyone. For the second time in four years, my family has evacuated from Scripps Ranch. Just last weekend we held a house ”cooling” party for one of the Cedar fire victims and now everything is happening again.


The authorities keep saying this fire is unstoppable. But I know God can do the impossible and stop the unstoppable. Please pray. There is strength in prayer. And I know how strong Flood is, WE are an unstoppable force.


Thanks Flood. And if any of the Flood Kids are out there, the AM staff is praying for you and hoping that you’re okay.”
Stacy says, “My friend Jennifer’s family was evacuated from Vista today. Please keep them in your prayers! God bless, hoping everyone stays safe!”

Chuck Price says, “I am a chaplain with the San Diego Police Department and was out with the SDPD all day in Rancho Bernardo. All of us were busy evacuating people and doing whatever we could to put out hot spots. Unfortunately my day ended with a call to a friend to report that their house was no longer standing. Please pray for the police and fire fighters as they are working so hard to save as many homes as possible. 

Thank you Flood, for this blog and your commitment to help our community.”

Tara Molthen says, “My family and I have been evacuated from Scripps Ranch and my Grandmother, who lives on a ranch just east of Ramona, has been evacuated as well. My Aunt’s house was in direct line of the fire (San Isabel), and because they are in Las Vegas, they were unable to get anything from the house. Please pray for my family and their homes. My grandma is not in good health condition and the smoke has been exposed to has made things worse. We are currently looking for a place to bring our dogs (where we could just drop them off). We are in the Clairemont area. If you know of anything, please let me know. Thanks for your prayers.”

Meagan Dunn says, “God, I pray for the wind to stop, for the fires to subside and for the people to prove to the devil he will not win. God’s love will prevail. This is my constant prayer.

God, please continue to protect the firefighters, police officers, residents, evacuees, and everyone. And please be with those who have lost things. Help them realize that they are just things, the irreplaceable items are the people, and the pets. Help them realize that the building, with its memories, are still with them in their hearts. I know how hard that is, God, but I know it can be done. God be with San Diego in this time. Restore the broken spirits with your love. Amen.

Kathie Marasso says, “My dad is with San Diego City and has been fighting the fires in Rancho Bernardo and Del Mar areas all night. John Hays and his twin brother who are members of Flood have also been out there on the front lines. They are exhausted and barely got any sleep last night. The few that rested were on the ground of a parking lot last I heard. Please continue to keep the Firefighters in constant prayer. While they are out protecting our city, I know many of them are worrying about their own homes and families as well. Pray for strength, energy, protection and a sound mind.”
Kellen Hiroto asked us to pray for Thousand Pines Christian Camp, a retreat site that he frequently takes his youth ministry for retreats. It is in danger of burning.

If all of you could please continue to pray for the winds to die down, and the fires to be contained, that would be wonderful.

My family and I have been evacuated twice, and we’re safe for now down at a friend’s place in La Mesa. Please pray that we won’t have to evacuate again, and that the smoke would not affect my mom too much. She’s been very sick for almost a year now, and has been recovering in the past few months, and none of us want to see her start getting sick again.

Thank you so much, and I’m praying for all of you. God bless!

Tracie says, “I just found out that a friend of mine through flood watched his apartment complex burn on TV, but he doesn’t know if it was his building or not. He didn’t have time to grab anything because he went to go help evacuate The Remington Club which is a senior citizen community instead of getting his own stuff. Please keep him in your prayers.”

Rob and Nikki Crocket say, “We could use some prayer. We were out of town when the fires hit and our complex in Rancho Bernardo was evacuated. We are over 3,000 miles away and have no idea if our condo has burned down. Apparently, the neighborhood across the street was devastated and some of the buildings in our complex have been destroyed. We live in the Morada division of the Vista Del Lago complex, which is off Pomerado road just south of Lake Hodges. 

We feel blessed to be safe and are very grateful that our 1 year old son does not have to breathe in all of the smoke.”

Please pray for:

► Those who have lost their 

     homes.
► Those who are without 

    insurance.
► All the evacuees: for their 

    safety, comfort and anxiety.
► Those grieving over homes, 

    pets, and possessions that are 

    lost.
► Health problems caused by 

    smoke or movement.
► Weather conditions

Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to me; O LORD, be my help. 

    Psalm 30:10

Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.                      Is. 43:1-3
Please light a match and put it near your skin. Feel the heat. Imagine feeling this all over, with thick smoke filling your lungs and burning your eyes.
Drop the match into the bucket. 

Please pray for the firefighters and all emergency personnel. Pray for their safety, strength, courage and wisdom as they fight the fire to save people and property.
Pray that the danger might come to a quick end, like the lit match falling into the bucket.
Answer me when I call to you, O my righteous God. Give me relief from my distress; be merciful to me and hear my prayer.     
                       Psalm 4:1

Be merciful to me, LORD, for I am faint; O LORD, heal me, for my bones are in agony.
My soul is in anguish. How long, O LORD, how long?                Psalm 6:2-3

As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God? 
My tears have been my food day and night, while men say to me all day long, "Where is your God?” . . .
Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God. 

    Ps. 42:1-5

How are you coping in the midst of this tragedy? What kind of feelings are swirling around in your heart or mind?
How do you find peace? Where do you find support?
Please express yourself through art or writing!
All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.                                      Acts 2: 44-45
Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. . .  Your gifts are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.                       Phil. 4:14-19

Our Response. . .
Here are some of the ways our church is responding:

♦ Collecting food and material goods

♦ Contacting church members to
   discern needs

♦ Setting-up email and web 
   communications

♦ Members offering their homes and 
   other resources
Please pray that God will bless these efforts and guide us into new ways of responding to the great needs from the fire.
We can also respond by giving from our financial resources. The gifts you give will be used to respond to the needs of fire victims.
